
 
The Regency Period in England (1811-1820)— 
fraught with problems stemming from an 
ineffective monarchy and the rise of 
industrialization— employed satire to skewer 
everything in society. Many novelists and 
illustrators used satire to criticize the church and 
the hereditary class system, as well as the 
clothing, hairstyles, manners, and attitudes of 
their world. In these illustrations, William Heath 
satirizes the hypocrisy of Regency society; his 
satire often asks the reader to observe the 
contrast between what should be expected of the 
middle and upper class versus the reality of their 
behavior in accessing social privileges.   
 
During the Regency Period in England, affluent 
members of society gathered in Assembly Halls to 
drink, dance, see, and be seen in order to cultivate 
the “right” kind of connections with the “right” 
kind of people. These halls were popular for city 
dwellers and gave country gentry a reason to 
travel to London or Bath. Access to these rooms required very specific invitations from one of 
the “grande dames” who determined who would receive a voucher to attend the balls, the 
hottest tickets every season. Marianne Spencer Hudson’s work Almack’s; A Novel (1826) 
satirizes one of the first upper class mixed-sex clubs for the socially elite in London, which met 
on Wednesdays during the Season. In his book Illustrations to Almack’s (1826), William Heath 
created illustrations to offer visual commentary in support of Hudson’s satirical take on the 
world of the Assembly Halls.  
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View this material in the Huntington Digital Library::  https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll7/

id/10670  

https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll7/id/10670
https://hdl.huntington.org/digital/collection/p15150coll7/id/10670


 



 



 



 



 


