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Standards 









M
E

A
N

 
W

h
at d

o
es th

e q
u

o
te m

e
a

n
? U

se yo
u

r o
w

n
 

w
o

rd
s to

 d
escrib

e w
h

at th
e a

u
th

o
r is sa

yin
g. 

S
A

Y 
W

h
at d

o
es th

e text sa
y

? In
 each

 b
o

x in
 th

is 
co

lu
m

n
, w

rite
 an

 im
p

o
rtan

t q
u

o
te

 o
r p

art o
f 

a q
u

o
te. 

M
AT

T
E

R
 

W
h

y d
o

es w
h

at th
e au

th
o

r is sa
yin

g m
a

tte
r? 

E
xp

lain
 w

h
y yo

u
 ch

o
se th

is q
u

o
te, a

n
d

 w
h

at  
it m

akes yo
u

 th
in

k an
d

 feel. 

   

   

   N
a

m
e:  



Annotate: Respond to Octavia Butler’s personal manifesto. Use the blank space on this page to write 
your comments. Keep our question in mind: What experiences, values, and priorities drove Octa-
via Butler’s work? 

 

 

 

Name(s): 





I Shall be a... 

 

My work will … 

 

Whether or not _______ happens, I will accomplish my 
goals.  

 

This is my life. I… 

 

I will  buy… 

 

I will help… 

 

I will get… 

 

I will… 

 

I will… 

 

I will… 

 

...So be it! See to it! 
 
  





“W
h

at w
e 

d
o

n
’t see, 

w
e a

ssu
m

e 
ca

n
’t b

e” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“I h
a

d
 a

 lo
t o

f 
em

p
ath

y, a
n

d
 

h
u

rtin
g

 so
m

eo
n

e 
rea

lly b
o

th
ered

 
m

e” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“I b
ega

n
 w

rit-
in

g
 a

b
o

u
t p

o
w

-
er b

eca
u

se I 
h

a
d

 so
 little.”  

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“I ju
st kn

ew
 

th
ere w

ere 
sto

ries I w
a

n
t-

ed
 to

 tell.”  
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



I so
rt o

u
t m

y 
p

ro
b

lem
s b

y 
w

ritin
g

 a
b

o
u

t 
th

em
.  

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“E
very sto

ry I 
create, creates 
m

e. I w
rite to

 
create m

yself. ”  
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“I d
o

n
’t kn

o
w

 
a

n
y b

la
ck w

o
m

-
en

 w
h

o
 w

rite 
scien

ce fictio
n

” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“Yo
u

r w
ritin

g
 is a

n
 

exp
ressio

n
 o

f yo
u

r 
in

n
er feelin

g
s a

n
d

 
th

o
u

g
h

ts a
n

d
 b

e-
liefs a

n
d

 self” - O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“I d
id

 a
ll so

rts o
f 

w
o

rk…
 It w

a
s a

 
m

atter o
f p

a
y-

in
g

 th
e ren

t” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“I see scien
ce fictio

n
 

a
s a

 w
a

y o
f d

issem
i-

n
atin

g
 th

e fa
ct th

at w
e 

d
o

n
’t h

a
ve o

n
ly o

n
e 

kin
d

 o
f p

eo
p

le, n
a

m
ely 

w
h

ite m
a

les, in
 th

is 
w

o
rld

” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



W
h

eth
er I w

rite jo
u

rn
a

l 
p

a
ges, a

n
 essa

y, a
 sh

o
rt 

sto
ry, o

r w
ea

ve m
y p

ro
b

-
lem

s in
to

 a
 n

o
vel, I fin

d
 

th
e w

ritin
g

 h
elp

s m
e get 

th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e tro
u

b
le a

n
d

 
o

n
 w

ith
 m

y life.  
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“To
 stu

d
y h

isto
ry is to

 
stu

d
y h

u
m

a
n

ity. A
n

d
 to

 
try to

 fo
retell th

e fu
tu

re 
w

ith
o

u
t stu

d
yin

g
 h

isto
ry 

is like tryin
g

 to
 lea

rn
 to

 
rea

d
 w

ith
o

u
t b

o
th

erin
g

 
to

 lea
rn

 th
e a

lp
h

a
b

et.” 
- O

ctavia
 E

. B
u

tler 



“First fo
rget in

sp
iratio

n
. H

a
b

it is m
o

re 
d

ep
en

d
a

b
le. H

a
b

it w
ill su

sta
in

 yo
u

 
w

h
eth

er yo
u

’re in
sp

ired
 o

r n
o

t. H
a

b
it 

w
ill h

elp
 yo

u
 fin

ish
 a

n
d

 p
o

lish
 yo

u
r 

sto
ries. In

sp
iratio

n
 w

o
n

’t. H
a

b
it is p

er-
sisten

ce in
 p

ra
ctice. Yo

u
 d

o
n

’t sta
rt 

o
u

t w
ritin

g
 go

o
d

 stu
ff

. Yo
u

 sta
rt o

u
t 

w
ritin

g
 cra

p
 a

n
d

 th
in

kin
g

 it’s go
o

d
 

stu
ff

, a
n

d
 th

en
 g

ra
d

u
a

lly yo
u

 get b
et-

ter at it. T
h

at’s w
h

y I sa
y o

n
e o

f th
e 

m
o

st va
lu

a
b

le tra
its is p

ersisten
ce.” 

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“First fo
rget in

sp
iratio

n
. 

H
a

b
it is m

o
re d

ep
en

d
a

b
le. 

H
a

b
it w

ill su
sta

in
 yo

u
 

w
h

eth
er yo

u
’re in

sp
ired

 o
r 

n
o

t. H
a

b
it w

ill h
elp

 yo
u

 fin
-

ish
 a

n
d

 p
o

lish
 yo

u
r sto

ries. 
In

sp
iratio

n
 w

o
n

’t. H
a

b
it is 

p
ersisten

ce in
 p

ra
ctice.” 

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“Yo
u

 d
o

n
't sta

rt o
u

t w
ritin

g
 

go
o

d
 stu

ff
. Yo

u
 sta

rt o
u

t w
ritin

g
 

cra
p

 a
n

d
 th

in
kin

g
 it's go

o
d

 
stu

ff
, a

n
d

 th
en

 g
ra

d
u

a
lly yo

u
 

get b
etter at it. T

h
at's w

h
y I sa

y 
o

n
e o

f th
e m

o
st va

lu
a

b
le tra

its 
is p

ersisten
ce.”   

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“I'm
 a

 48-yea
r-o

ld
 w

riter w
h

o
 ca

n
 re-

m
em

b
er b

ein
g

 a
 1

0-yea
r-o

ld
 w

riter 
a

n
d

 w
h

o
 exp

ects so
m

ed
a

y to
 b

e a
n

 80
-yea

r-o
ld

 w
riter. I'm

 a
lso

 co
m

fo
rta

b
ly 

a
so

cia
l -- a

 h
erm

it in
 th

e m
id

d
le o

f Lo
s 

A
n

geles -- a
 p

essim
ist if I'm

 n
o

t ca
re-

fu
l, a

 fem
in

ist, a
 B

la
ck

, a
 fo

rm
er B

a
p

-
tist, an

 o
il-a

n
d

-w
ater co

m
b

in
atio

n
 o

f 
a

m
b

itio
n

, la
zin

ess, in
secu

rity, certa
in

-
ty, a

n
d

 d
rive.” 

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 



“W
ritin

g
 is d

iff
icu

lt. Yo
u

 d
o

 it a
ll a

lo
n

e w
ith

o
u

t 
en

co
u

ragem
en

t a
n

d
 w

ith
o

u
t a

n
y certa

in
ty th

at 
yo

u
'll ever b

e p
u

b
lish

ed
 o

r p
a

id
 o

r e
ven

 th
at 

yo
u

'll b
e a

b
le to

 fin
ish

 th
e p

a
rticu

la
r w

o
rk 

yo
u

've b
eg

u
n

. It isn
't ea

sy to
 p

ersist a
m

id
 a

ll 
th

at. [...] S
o

m
etim

es w
h

en
 I'm

 in
terview

ed
, th

e 
in

terview
er eith

er co
m

p
lim

en
ts m

e o
n

 m
y 

'ta
len

t', m
y 'g

ift
' o

r a
sks m

e h
o

w
 I d

isco
vered

 it. 
[...] I u

sed
 to

 stru
g

g
le to

 a
n

sw
er th

is p
o

litely, to
 

exp
la

in
 th

at I d
id

n
't b

elie
ve m

u
ch

 in
 w

ritin
g

 ta
l-

en
t. P

eo
p

le w
h

o
 w

a
n

t to
 w

rite eith
er d

o
 it o

r 
th

ey d
o

n
't. A

t la
st I b

ega
n

 to
 sa

y th
at m

y m
o

st 
im

p
o

rtan
t ta

len
t - o

r h
a

b
it - w

a
s p

ersisten
ce. 

- O
ctavia

 E
. B

u
tler 


