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Beauty and the Natural World: Plant Shapes in Art    For Grades 9-12  
 

In this resource, we will look closely at the features of a 

plant and use those features to create an art piece. This 

activity will help answer the question: How can the natural 

world inspire creativity?  

Supplies: Handouts (provided), pen or pencil, art supplies, 

scissors, glue 

What to do: 

  

1. Look at these three art pieces from The Huntington’s collections. Think and talk about 

how the artists use plants in their artwork. In what ways are they similar? In what ways 

are they different? 

• Snake Amongst Flowers 

• Fox and Grape 

• Right Triangle of Rose Window Panel from the David Healey Memorial Window 

from the Unitarian Chapel, Heywood, Lancashire 

2. Select a plant with flowers. This can be done by walking in your neighborhood or 

choosing a houseplant in your home. Look closely at the plant and fill in Handout A. Use 

Handout B to help you in describing your plant. 

3. To notice new things about your plant, consider: 

• dissecting the plant parts (make sure this is allowed and safe first!) 

• using a magnifying glass or microscope to study small details. 

• using a flashlight to backlight the leaves and petals - this is a great way to see 

new details! 

4. Use iNaturalist (or a similar app) to identify the plant 

 

Show and Share: 

1.  Using Handout A for reference, draw the plant parts (leaves and the parts of the flower). 

In order to have enough for your artwork, be sure to draw many of each plant part. 

2. Cut out the shapes you observed in your plant and use these shapes to create an artwork 

(of something other than your plant). 

3. Write your Artist’s Statement using Handout C. 

https://huntington.emuseum.com/objects/52874/snake-amongst-flowers?ctx=3b4f70d0db21460724b25f8ed7a51f612a31cc1a&idx=0
https://huntington.emuseum.com/objects/16746/fox-and-grape?ctx=0644ce8e091cb30ef1f30284d952d1c1cabd4996&idx=0
https://huntington.emuseum.com/objects/12981/right-triangle-of-rose-window-panel-from-the-david-healey-me?ctx=55160e8749a649c5a2d22e7e5d0a9d890db05053&idx=0
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.inaturalist.android&hl=en_US
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Extend your Learning: 

1. Watch this video of an artist working with plants at The Huntington. How is this artist’s 

project similar to what you did? How is it different? Is there anything this artist did that 

you would like to try? 

2. Take a neighborhood walk and look for plants with similar features. Generate a 

hypothesis about which plants may be related.  

3. Include additional plant parts (roots, stems, fruit, reproductive organs, etc.) in your 

observations and artwork. 

4. Poetry is another way people make art inspired by natural beauty. Haiku are Japanese 

poems about nature. Learn more about haiku and write one inspired by your plant. 

5. Re-create your artwork using a different medium. How does this change your work? 

6. Take a neighborhood walk and look for fractals in plants. 

 

Share and celebrate your work by emailing Teachers@huntington.org   

     

This resource has some alignment with:    

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.CCRA.R.7 Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

NCAS Anchor Standard 1-3 Generate and conceptualize artistic ideas and work, organize and 

develop artistic ideas and work, refine and complete artistic work. 

NGSS HS Structure and Function. 

NGSS HS Inheritance and Variation of Traits. 

 

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WuuS_c51hfI&list=UUdAV5So6ftxYlzcyiklvjzA&index=32
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-haiku-in-4-easy-steps#how-to-write-a-haiku-poem-in-4-easy-steps
https://fractalfoundation.org/resources/fractivities/scavenger-hunt/
mailto:Teachers@huntington.org
https://www.nextgenscience.org/topic-arrangement/hsstructure-and-function
https://www.nextgenscience.org/topic-arrangement/hsinheritance-and-variation-traits
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Handout A: Plant Observation Sheet 

Fill in the chart below with your observations of your plant. Note: Try to choose a plant with 

flowers. 

Plant Part Describe it! 

(You can use the Describing Plants 

sheet to help you.) 

Sketch it! 

(Draw what you see.) 

 

LEAVES 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

 

 

FLOWERS 

(remember 

flowers 

have many 

parts!)  

 

 

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________

______________________________ 

 

 

 

Optional: What other parts of the plant do you see (e.g. roots, stem, fruit)? Use the back of this 

sheet to describe and sketch them. 
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Handout B: Describing Plants 

Leaves 

When looking at the leaves of your plant, consider the shape, tip, base, margin, attachment, 

arrangement, and habit. 
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Handout B: Describing Plants 

 

Flowers 

When looking at the flowers, consider the different parts of the flower. 
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Handout C: Artist’s Statement 

 

Artist’s Name: _________________________   Title: _________________________________ 

Plant Inspiration: __________________________ 

This artwork is a... 

                 Drawing                  Painting                  Collage              Sculpture            

 

This artwork is about... 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I chose this idea/topic because...  

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I hope people notice these things about this artwork... 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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I learned these things while creating this artwork... 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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