THE JAPANESE HERITAGE HOUSE (YOKOI FAMILY HOUSE)

The Huntington is seeking support for the preservation and relocation of a centuries-old
magistrate’s house from Marugame, Kagawa Prefecture, Japan to our Japanese
Garden.

Preserving this house will illuminate the historical influence of Japanese arts on
contemporary world culture, and relocating it to The Huntington will provide our local

community with an otherwise inaccessible window into Japanese traditions and history.
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As The Huntington approaches the conclusion of its first century, East Asian gardens, culture, and

art will be central to the institution’s programmatic ambitions. The Japanese Heritage House is a
key component of these initiatives. This undertaking will restore the Yokoi family’s unique 300-
year-old home, relocate it to The Huntington from Marugame, Japan, and reconstruct it in a new

public space connecting the Chinese and Japanese Gardens.

THE JAPANESE GARDEN

At the beginning of the 20th century, America and Europe were enchanted by Japanese culture and
aesthetics. The original Japanese house and garden that Mr. Huntington built in 1907 remain as
America’s second-oldest public example of this infatuation, and have received millions of visitors
over their century of existence. However, the original house was built only as a showcase--the
public can never enter, and it provides little evidence as to how a family might live.

THE YOKOI FAMILY HOME

For over 13 generations, the Yokoi
family was installed as magistrates of
a small farming village in Marugame,
Japan. At the heart of the
community, the residence was the
support center for family life. The
magistrates were responsible for
preserving each year’s seed crop and
organizing and managing the
community, as well as celebrating life
events. The village and family history
are recorded in thousands of

documents that are now on deposit in

the Kagawa Prefectural Archives.

The Huntington is deeply indebted to Yohko and Akira Yokoi, who are set on preserving this important
aspect of Japanese cultural heritage through Huntington programming. In giving their historic family
home to The Huntington, the Yokois are providing us with the opportunity to let Huntington visitors

experience a garden and home as they were traditionally occupied throughout Japan.

THE PROJECT

There are no public structures in the Western United States where people can step into the culture and
lifestyle that gave rise to some of the world’s greatest nature-based art forms and have the opportunity for
immersion in the spatial surroundings traditional to Japanese culture. As similar structures across Japan
disappear, The Huntington must preserve the Yokoi home and relocate it to our grounds, where it will
provide our visitors with a first-hand experience of Japanese living in context with East Asian literature,

architecture, botany, and design.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

Once relocated, the Yokoi home will become both an important destination and a

logical element in a new public space that connects the Chinese and Japanese Gardens.

The final phase of Chinese Garden
construction creates a public path to a
plateau that stretches 500 feet from the
Chinese Garden to the Southern edge of the

Japanese Garden.

This newly accessible space will be the site

of the Japanese Heritage House, providing a
literal and figurative bridge between the two

Eastern cultures that are at the center of The

Huntington’s current expansion initiatives.

Visitors approaching from the north first encounter the compound as a low, tile-roofed wall; those
arriving from the south will face the formal gatehouse, which will accommodate public restrooms
and a control center for the complex. Passing through an open space inside the main gate which was
used for gathering villagers for an important announcement of official notice, visitors will approach
the main house. Sliding panels in the interior allow the house to be divided into public, private, and

service zones that can be expanded, if needed, into one continuous space seating up to 100 guests.
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