Rock Towers of the Rio Virgi N
By Thomas Moran 18%9- 1926

This incluirg book has been completecl 139 :




Objective: What do you see in the Picture?

Directions: Take a gooa’ Jook at the /D/'cturc and think about the qucstions. Discuss your ideas with your Ioartner and

cxID/ain your thoug/ﬁs. T/76n answer t/76 questions.

1. When you first looked at the Painting, where did your eye g07 What did you see first?

2. Whg do you think your eye went there first? (think of color, object, and light)

3. Where do you think the viewer (the person looking at the scene) is stanc]ing? ExPlain your answer with suPPort?

4. Morandid a wonclemculjob with the use of light, you can’t see the sun but where do you think it is? ExPlain your answer.

4. What colors do you see inthe Painting?




Objective: Finding baclcground information
Directions: Use outside resources ([)ooks and internet) to find [)ackgrouna’ information on the Rock Towers of the Rio

Virgin.

What We know: Rock Towers of the Rio Virgin was Paintecl in 1908 from sketches Moran made in Utah in1873. The
Painting shows the north fork of the Rio Virgin in the region now known Zion National Park.
What is the Zion National Park? (Describe its

Features)

What we know: During this time, many artists inclucling Moran cle[:)ictecl (showecb American nature as being big and
dramatic. The Great Depression of 1873 temporarilg halted construction of its main Northern Pacific rail line, which was the
first western railroad to Promote vacation travel to the national Park.

Whg do you think that Moran took his time to Paint this scene?




Do you feel it was imPortant?

Objective: Who was Thomas Moran?

Directions: Use outside resources (books and internet) to fill in background information on Thomas Moran. This will help to best

understand who the Paintcr was and whg he chose to Paint the way he did.

Cool Facts
& Moran’s work became so s‘cronglg associated with the American West that he often was referred to a
“T. Yellowstone Moran”.

% He began signing his name with a monogram that incorPoratecl “Y” into his initials in 1873 and then he
addedon a thumbprint!

Bio graPh y

Born: Place of Birth: Earlg Works:

Best known for:

On his many travels to the West, what role did he Plag in helping to convince Congress the imPortance of
the National Park System?

Moran’s Famous Quote



“1 have always held that the granclest, most beau’chcul, orwonderful in nature, wou[cl, in caPable hands, make the granclest, most beautiful or
wonderful Pic’cures, and that the business of a great Painter, should be the rePresen’ca’cion of great scenes in nature. If I fail to prove t]wis, I fail to

prove mgse”: wor’chg of the name Painter”
what do you think he means bg this?

Objective: Those who know art, know the vocabulargl

Directions: Define each word and see how Thomas Moran used the techniques and elements in the Rock Towers at the Rio Virgin.

1. Foreground:

What is in the Foreground?
2. Middle ground:

What is in the middle grounc]?

3. Background:

What is in the backgrouncl?

4. Color (hues):

Wl"lg dld l"IC use so mang COlOFS?
5. Line:

How did he use line to move your eye around the Painting?

6. Space:

Did he create a small or large sPacc? Explain




7. Perspective:

Wnat Perspective was ne trging to get tne viewer to see”?

8. Texture:

How did he use texture in his work?

9. What descriptive words would you use to describe Thomas Moran’s Rock Towers at the Rio Virgin?
Objective: Now it is my turn! This will help me understand depth and
detail.

Directions: With onig a pencil, do your best to draw the Rock Towers at the Rio Virgin. Your goal is to address every detail
of the painting. You may shade with your pencii to show iignt and dark but no color. You want to include the river, every
bush, mountain and every tning else you see. Take your time and stuci9 the painting first.




Objective: Create a travel brochure for the Rio Virgin everyone would

want to visit!

Directions: Thomas Moran was motivated to Paint the Rock Towers at the Rio Virgin to inspire others about nature and the
importance ot Protecting such natural treasures. It was not meant to be a literal (tactual) recorcl ot what he saw but a Personal and
spiritual vision. Your goal is to Pick up where he left off. Create a travel brochure that is creative and informational to get Pcople to

want to visit. Use color and “catchg” language to attract the readers attention. You are pcrsuaa’/hg the reader to visit!

Cover Inside Pamph]et Information




Objective: Personal Response

1. Do you like the Painting? Whg or Whg not?

2. Would you ever want to visit the Rock Towers at the Rio Virgin in the Zion National Park?

3. it you and your Familg went on vacation there, what might you do there? Where would you like to explore?




4. Whg do you think this Painting 1S im[:)ortant to American historg?

5. What questions do you have about the Paintinggou would like answered?
Objective: Use your imagination

Directions: lmagine that you woke up in the Painting. Write a story on what you did there and how you got out?

Title:
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Objective: TriP to the Huntington to see the Rock Towers of the Rio
Virgin

1. What did you think and feel when you first saw the Painting?

2. Did you notice angthing different?
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3. Did you learn any new information about the Painting from the Docents (the People givinggou the tour)?

4. Would you Put the Painting in your bedroom? Whg or Whg not?

5.1F you could say one thing to Thomas Moran, what would it be?

Objective: Teacher Reflection

1. What did you feel your students gainecl from their experience working with Thomas Moran’s Painting,
Rock Tower of the Rio Virgin‘?
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2. What are your reelings on incorporating this lnquirg Journal into your student’s Huntington

experience?

3. What comment or suggestions do you have to imProve upon your and your students exPerience’?
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